SHAIKH  KHAZAL
literally). They wanted a letter from him which they could
show to their dependants.
4 Wherever I go in S. Persia I find Shaikh Khazal is quoted
as a standing example of a tribal chief who has assisted
British enterprise and has reaped his reward. Some are
jealous of and many envy his position, but all recognize
that his position to-day, compared with his position twenty
years ago when he succeeded to the Shaikhship, is sufficient
justification for a policy of active encouragement to British
enterprise; Persians have not failed to note that he has BO
counterpart in the Russian sphere and that he has been a
loyal servant of the Central Government, paying his taxes
regularly and in full, and taking the daughters of Prince-
Governors to wife every few years.
'On October 15th I heard from Ghulam Ali Khan^ Bairan-
wand, he wanted to meet me and promised to sign the draft
agreement. He would be staying near Burujird this winter
and was building a fort. Sardar Khan (a relation of Ms and
one of the Diwanbegi), a notorious local ruffian whom I pro-
posed to take to Dizful with me, to be a Railway Syndicate
head guard, in order to keep him out of mischief, and to
placate his fellows, had been imprisoned in Burujird by Haji
Fakhr ud Din, fftikhar ul Islam. Would I procure his
release?
*From another source I received details of the pitiful state
of Burujird. Lurs had gained access by night to parts of the
town and ransacked several houses; three or four more people
had been killed on the outskirts; 150 loads pillaged from a
Kermanshah caravan on the Daulatabad-Sultanabad road,
and smaller robberies elsewhere.
'Meanwhile the gendarmes are occupied (no doubt to the
gratification of the Lurs) in depriving the villagers of their
arms, their sole defence against brigands from whom the
gendarmes are quite unable to protect them.
* In a fortnight's time, when the Bairanwand have migrated
southwards, the Swedes win no doubt despatch a force of
gendarmes or others to Burujird, and announce that order
has been restored (the disturbers of the peace having left as
usual for their winter quarters).
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